Announcement of Orphanage Film and Book

From Richard McKenzie

Film: Homecoming: The Forgotten World of America's Orphanages

 

The long (69-minute) version of film Homecoming: The Forgotten World of America's Orphanages can now be purchased from KVIE (the sponsoring PBS station in Sacramento, Calif.) for $19.95 (plus S&H).  Go to http://www.kviestore.org/dvdhomecoming.html.  The film has been syndicated by American Public Television and will be aired on over 220 PBS stations from across the country.  For more information on the film, go to www.homecomingmovie.org. 
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Book: The Home: A Memoir of Growing Up in an Orphanage (new paperback edition)
 

The paperback version of Richard McKenzie's book, The Home: A Memoir of Growing Up in an Orphanage, has just been released with a much improved cover and a new epilogue that covers the lives of the people in the book and his orphanage work since the hardback edition was published.  The book can be ordered from Dickens Press for $16 (plus S&H) using the following contact information: Email, dickenspub5@yahoo.com; Phone, (949) 725-0788.  The book is also available on Amazon.com See the press release below for more information.  An audio version of The Home, read by the author, will be available in October 2006.
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Immediate Release from

Diane Fallon

Dickens Press

(949) 725-0788, dickenspub5@yahoo.com
ACCLAIMED ORPHANAGE MEMOIR

RE-RELEASED IN PAPERBACK WITH 

NEW EPILOGUE

IRVINE, CA, September 11, 2006 -- The word 

“orphanage” often makes people think of a loveless 

Dickensian institution where children are 

systematically mistreated and, as was true for 

Oliver Twist, forced to beg for “more gruel.”  This 

popular image explains the emotionally charged 

reaction to any proposal to bring back orphanages.  

Yet Richard McKenzie, author of THE HOME: 
A Memoir of Growing Up in an Orphanage 
(just released in paperback with a new epilogue by Dickens Press), found his experience in a 1950s orphanage to be remarkably positive.  The Home, as it was called by the children who lived there, provided McKenzie with stability and self-respect, things his alcoholic and abusive parents could not provide.  It also gave him the foundation on which to build a successful personal and professional life.  He is now a chaired professor in the Merage School of Business at the University of California, Irvine.

THE HOME is a sketch of an unknown and widely misunderstood slice of American life in an earlier and bygone era.  McKenzie transports readers back in time to his tumultuous early childhood years, prior to going to The Home, so that they can understand why an orphanage might be seen not as Camelot, but as a refuge. He describes the emotions -- the tragedies and triumphs -- felt by a ten-year-old boy who was left at an orphanage and had to find his own life course.  The book reviewer for the Detroit News wrote, “The Home is a book to own and read and remember -- for the light it sheds on orphanages and, beyond that, for its testimony to the difference caring people can make, and to human effort and triumph.”
Yet THE HOME is more than a heart-felt memoir.  The author makes perfectly clear that there are countless children at risk today who could benefit greatly from the structure, values, and education that an orphanage, when run correctly, could provide.  Since THE HOME was first released, McKenzie has become a national spokesperson for reconsidering the nation’s child welfare attitudes toward developing modern-day orphanages.  He has edited a scholarly volume on Rethinking Orphanages for the 21st Century and has produced a feature documentary called Homecoming: The Forgotten World of America’s Orphanages (www.homecomingmovie.org) that will be aired this year on more than 220 PBS stations.

About the Author:

Richard McKenzie is the Walter B. Gerken Professor of Enterprise and Society in the Paul Merage School of Business at the University of California, Irvine (http://www.gsm.uci.edu/~mckenzie/).  He is the author of more than twenty-five books on economics, the latest of which is In Defense of Monopoly: How Market Power Fosters Creative Production (forthcoming from the University of Michigan Press).  McKenzie can be reached by phone [(949) 463-2604] or by email (mckenzie@uci.edu).  
THE HOME: A Memoir of Growing Up in an Orphanage, by Richard McKenzie

Publication date: September 1, 2006; $16.00 (plus S&H), 247 pages
An audio version of the book will be available October 1, 2006; $25 (plus S&H).
Additional Praise for The Home
[T]here’s no doubt [Richard McKenzie] has written a remarkably moving and convincing personal story -- a warm antidote to the Dickensian portrayal of orphanages

Parade magazine

The Home is a book to own and read and remember -- for the light it sheds on orphanages and, beyond that, for its testimony to the difference caring people can make, and to human effort and triumph.

The Detroit News
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

The Home by Richard McKenzie is an unusual book for an economist to write.  It contains no calculus, no linear algebra, no exotic statistical techniques.  It does not even have footnotes.  What it does contain is a warm, human story of a ten year old boy overcoming a family tragedy, then being sent to an orphanage and later earning a Ph.D. degree in economics.  It is Richard McKenzie’s story. . . .

Heartlander ​​​​​​​

Your book The Home touched me to the core. . . The book made me alternately cry and smile throughout with its sometimes heart-wrenching look at life through a young boy’s eyes.  

Reader from California

I read your book with enormous interest and feeling.  I can still hear Joe saying, “Attitude, now that’s what’s important...” and I can see poor Lady dying, and Wanda, your goat, and Mrs. Lester, and your saying as you wrote about your Dad so tenderly that “Death is a time for forgiveness. . .”  I do so much appreciate the honesty and splendid work you’ve invested in the book.  

Reader from Pennsylvania

I just finished The Home. I’ve read more than my share of memoirs, but yours is by far the most honest. At times I found myself stopping to remind myself that the boy in the book grew up to become you. 

Reader from Washington, D.C.

I am not often rendered speechless by anything, but The Home has come closer to it than anything else lately.  I am approximately half-way through the book, and the best word to describe me at this point is “pensive.”. . . 

Reader from South Carolina
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